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tell me they 

miss the 

most is their 

moms. 
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Russian Orphan Population Tops 800,000 

According to the most recent information, Russia’s 

orphanages house over 800,000 children—mostly 

children over the age of 12. As these children grow up 

without the support of their natural family, they face a 

bleak future.  Girls face a 50-50 chance of sexual ex-

ploitation.  Forty percent of the boys will end up com-

mitting a crime.  And, 15 percent will commit suicide.  

 

As parents, we provide nurture, care, and protection 

to help our kids grow up healthy and strong.  But who 

is looking out for those children with no family, no 

mom, and no dad? 

 

Children’s HopeChest helps orphaned children over-

come their past by developing the skills for truly inde-

pendent living.  Right now, there are 1,000 orphans in 

Russia receiving vital life skills training and transitional 

living services from Children’s HopeChest.  

 

In the spirit of Matthew 25, we bring the active and 

relational message of the Gospel to orphaned children 

in Russia. Through our programs, Jesus becomes 

“real” to the children, as they receive love, care, and 

concern from a team of national Christians in Russia. 

Throughout everything we do, Children’s HopeChest 

points orphans toward a relationship with Jesus Christ.  

There are 1,000 registered orphans currently in Chil-

dren’s HopeChest transitional living programs. Of that 

number, approximately 500 benefit from the outreach 

of our Ministry Centers.  Our Family Centers, Inde-

pendent Living Programs, Foster Care, and Tech 

School Outreach make up the remaining 500 chil-

dren.  

 

Children’s HopeChest is seeking to raise $700,000 to 

cover the ministry and program expenses related to 

these outreaches. This breaks down to $700 per child, 

or just over $58 per month. We’d like to invite you to 

find out more about Children’s HopeChest, and join us 

by sponsoring 1, 5, 10 or even 25 kids in our pro-

grams. Your support provides the tangible blessing 

of family to these special children.  

 

Thank you for your consideration of this important 

request. 

A $1 million campaign 

to  provide the blessing of family  

to orphans in Russia. 



Restoring the Blessing of Family 

What is a  
Ministry Center? 
 
Ministry Centers provide a strong 
feeling of safety, protection, and 
home. Many of children comment that 
they enjoy feeling like they belong to a 
large family. Currently, we have four 
Ministry Centers. The Ministry Center 
is organized like a community center 
and it serves to accomplish the follow-
ing:  
 

• Provide emergency services 

• Develop independent living skills  

• Maintain a computer lab  

• Healthy activities 

• Build one-on-one relationships 

with our staff 

• Support orphans in school 

• Ensure proper healthcare  

• Onsite dental clinic 

• Individual counseling 

 
Through regular participation in our 
Ministry Centers, orphans  exhibit very 
few of the risk behaviors typically 
associated with orphans. Rates of 
suicide, unemployment, homeless-
ness, drug addiction, alcohol abuse, 
and crime are far below the average.  
 
Many orphans come to our Ministry 
Centers for food, money, or shelter. 
What they find is a staff of caring 
Christians who meet their physical 
needs first, and through relationship, 
address their deeper spiritual con-
cerns.  Orphans have complex issues 
with trust, dependency, and abandon-
ment.  Many are angry with God for 
their circumstances.  Others are 
searching for someone to love them 
like a parent. Through the ongoing 
outreach of our Ministry Center or-
phans begin to trust, hear about Jesus 
Christ, and begin a relationship with 
Him.   
 
The program’s key outcomes include: 
 
Transition to Independent Life 
The primary goal for every orphan 
participating in the Ministry Center is 
to develop the character, integrity and 
skills to live an independent life. These 
skills must learned to adequacy in 3-4 
years time. 

 
Deepened Christian Faith 
Orphan graduates learn about God 
through their experiences and relation-
ships with our Ministry Center staff. 
Developing a solid Christian faith is 
woven throughout each program, 
modeled through actions, and rein-
forced through words. 

 
Risk Avoidance 
Given the high number of risks faced 
by orphans, we are educating orphans 
on the risks they face from alcohol, 
drugs, crime, prostitution, and sexual 
relationships. This knowledge helps 
orphans avoid risky behaviors that 
develop into unhealthy lifestyles. 

Children’s HopeChest provides four 

distinct transitional living and life 

skills programs for over 500 orphans.  

 

Family Centers are small homes of 

5-8 boys or girls. Each participant in 

the program receives ongoing coun-

seling, as well as 24-hour supervision 

and mentorship from a set of trained 

house-parents. Through this pro-

gram, orphans learn how to function 

within a family while finishing school 

and beginning adult life. 

 

Independent Living helps older 

children who are ready to live semi-

independently. Children’s HopeChest 

rents a small flat for 3-4 participants. 

These orphans receive similar coun-

seling, and weekly visits from a set of 

mentor house-parents. These older 

teens are “practicing” what it will be 

like to live on their own one day, and 

build up the skills they need to suc-

ceed. 

 

Foster Care allows us to remove 

children from the orphanage and 

place them one-on-one with a trained 

Ru s s i a n  f am i l y .  Ch i l d r e n ’s 

HopeChest has developed an inter-

nationally recognized training pro-

gram to help prospective foster par-

ents learn how to care for orphans in 

their home. This program is overseen 

by trained counselors who monitor 

the performance. 

 

Tech School Outreach provides 

ongoing extracurricular activities and 

life skills classes for those children 

who are living in a dormitory and 

attending school. 

 

These programs have a 90+ percent 

success rate at transitioning children 

to independent living, helping them 

avoid many common pitfalls. 

Celebrating Success: A Snapshot of Results 

 Each year, over 90,000 Russian children 

leave the orphanage and enter technical schools 

around the country. In a landmark study 

conducted by Children’s HopeChest, our 

program graduates were compared to 

their peers across Russia.  

 The study found that orphans 

participating in our programs have dis-

tinct advantages. For example, only 3 

percent of orphans in our programs are unemployed or 

not in school, compared with 17.8 percent nationally. 

In our programs, almost 2/3 of our kids are employed, 

compared to only 19 percent nationally. Staggeringly, 

almost 1/3 of all older orphans in Russia are abusing 

drugs or alcohol. We have a very small substance 

abuse rate among the active participants 

in our programs. Up to 40 percent of 

orphans have trouble with the law, com-

pared to only 9 percent among the or-

phans we help.   

 The factors behind this suc-

cess lie in our relational, long-term ap-

proach. By helping children make good decisions and 

avoid risks, we are helping restore a sense of family, 

community, and belonging.  This approach, we be-

lieve, has made the difference. 



About  
Children’s HopeChest 
 

Children’s HopeChest is a global or-

phan advocacy organization, providing 

a unique sponsorship program for 

churches and businesses. Currently, 

over 60 churches and businesses are 

providing ministry to nearly 3,000 chil-

dren in Russia and Swaziland. 

 

Children’s HopeChest is a 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit organization, headquartered in 

Colorado Springs, CO.  We are active 

members of the Evangelical Council for 

Financial Accountability (www.ecfa.org) 

as well as the CoMission for Children at 

Risk. Financial statements and tax 

returns are available to the public at 

www.hopechest.org. 

Yes! I want to provide the blessing of family for orphans in Russia. 
 

Thank you for your interest in supporting the ministry of Children’s HopeChest. All gifts are tax-deductible. Children’s HopeChest can ac-

cept donations of cash as well as stock or real estate. For more information about making a non-cash donation, please call Matthew Mon-

berg at 719 685 7163. For cash gifts, please choose from the following options: 

Join the Family 

Each gift of $700 provides an orphan with  
family-based programming for one year. 

 
Feel free to contribute monthly by 
check or automatic credit card  
withdrawal. Monthly amounts are  
listed for your convenience. 

_____ 1 child @ $700 ($58.33/mo) 

_____ 2 children @ $1,400 ($116.66/mo) 

_____ 5 children @ $3,500 ($291.66/mo) 

_____ 10 children @ $7,000 ($583.33/mo) 

_____ 20 children @ $14,000 ($1,166.66/mo) 

_____ Other:__________ 

Donor Information 
Name: _______________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________________ 

State: __________________  Zip:_________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________________ 

E-mail: _______________________________________________ 

 

Contribution Method and Information 
_____ Check enclosed. 

 

_____ Charge my credit card (circle one):  VISA MC 

 Billing Address (if different from donor information):______________________________ 

 Amount to Charge:_______________________________ 

 Recurring (circle one):   YES  NO 

 Card Number: ________-_________-________-________ 

 Card Verification Number #:_______ (This 3-digit # is found on the back of your card) 

 Cardholder Signature:_____________________________ 

 

_____ Non-cash gifts. Please contact me by (circle one):  PHONE  EMAIL 


