
  
AALLEERRTT::    

UURRGGEE  YYOOUURR  UU..SS..  HHOOUUSSEE  MMEEMMBBEERR  TTOO  SSUUPPPPOORRTT  HH..RR..  55004400,,  LLEEGGIISSLLAATTIIOONN  
TTOO  MMAAKKEE  AADDDDIICCTTIIOONN  AANNDD  MMEENNTTAALL  HHEEAALLTTHH  SSEERRVVIICCEE  PPRROOVVIIDDEERRSS  

EELLIIGGIIBBLLEE  FFOORR  HHIITT  FFUUNNDDSS  
 
WHAT YOU NEED TO SAY  
MESSAGE: “I am a constituent who lives in _________’s District and I would like the Representative to 
become a co-sponsor of H.R. 5040, the ‘Health Information Technology Extension for Behavioral 
Health Services Act of 22001100..’’    MMoosstt  pprroovviiddeerrss  ooff  aaddddiiccttiioonn  aanndd  mmeennttaall  hheeaalltthh  sseerrvviicceess  wweerree  nnoott  eelliiggiibbllee  
ffoorr  tthhee  hheeaalltthh  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  tteecchhnnoollooggyy  ffuunnddss  aallllooccaatteedd  tthhrroouugghh  llaasstt  yyeeaarr’’ss  ssttiimmuulluuss  bbiillll..      HH..RR..  55004400  
wwoouulldd  make providers of lifesaving addiction and mental health treatment services eligible for these 
funds and strengthen support for cost-effective, quality care.”   
 
WHAT YOU NEED TO DO  
 
ACTION: Please call your U.S. Representative today and ask him/her to cosponsor H.R. 5040, the 
“Health Information Technology Extension for Behavioral Health Services Act of 2010.” You can find 
your Members of Congress by visiting http://www.congress.org/ and entering in your zip code or by calling 
the U.S. Capitol Switchboard at (202) 224-3121.   
 
If your Representative is on either the House Ways and Means or Energy and Commerce Committees, 
it is especially important that they hear from you.  A list of committee memberships is copied below.  
 
The following Members are current co-sponsors of H.R. 5040: Representatives Patrick Kennedy (D-RI), Tim 
Murphy (R-PA), Tammy Baldwin (D-WI), Marsha Blackburn (R-TN), Joe Courtney (D-CT), Charles A. 
Gonzalez (D-TX), Gene Green (D-TX), Raúl M. Grijalva (D-AZ), Alcee Hastings (D-FL), Chris Murphy (D-
CT), Tim Ryan (D-OH), Ike Skelton (D-MO) and Diane Watson (D-CA).  
  
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
 

• On April 14th, Congressmen Patrick Kennedy (D-RI) and Tim Murphy (R-PA) introduced H.R. 5040, 
the “HITECH Extension for Behavioral Health Services Act of 2010.”  H.R. 5040 would amend 
current law to make certain providers of addiction and mental health services eligible for HIT funds.  
These funds would include HIT resources provided through the “American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009” (ARRA) which allocated funds to many health service providers but 
excluded most providers of addiction and mental health services from eligibility. 

 
• H.R. 5040 is awaiting review in the House Energy and Commerce and Ways and Means Committees.  

Full text and status of H.R. 5040 can be found at:  http://thomas.loc.gov.   
 

• To ensure that the legislation quickly moves toward passage, additional bi-partisan co-sponsors of 
H.R. 5040 are needed today. 

 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call Gabrielle de la Gueronniere or Dan Belnap at Legal Action Center, (202) 544-

5478.  Thank you for your help! 



SSUUMMMMAARRYY  OOFF  HH..RR..  55004400,,  TTHHEE  ““HHIITTEECCHH  EEXXTTEENNSSIIOONN  FFOORR    
BBEEHHAAVVIIOORRAALL  HHEEAALLTTHH  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  AACCTT  OOFF  22001100..””      

 
 

On April 14th, Congressmen Patrick Kennedy (D-RI) and Tim Murphy (R-PA) introduced H.R. 5040, the 
“HITECH Extension for Behavioral Health Services Act of 2010.”  H.R. 5040 would amend current law to 
make certain providers of addiction and mental health services eligible for health information technology 
funds.  These funds would include HIT resources provided through the “American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009” (ARRA) which allocated HIT funds to many health service providers but 
excluded most providers of addiction and mental health services from eligibility. 
 
Specifically, H.R. 5040 would: 
 

• Amend current law to make certain providers of addiction treatment and mental health services 
eligible for health information technology (HIT) funds made available through the “American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009” (ARRA); in particular, H.R. 5040 would make the 
following providers eligible for ARRA incentive funds for the “meaningful use” of electronic health 
records: 

o Substance abuse professionals and substance abuse treatment facilities 
o Behavioral and mental health professionals and clinics 
o Psychiatric hospitals 

 
• Extend eligibility for Medicaid HIT implementation funds to: 

o Certain mental health and substance abuse treatment facilities (those facilities with at least ten 
percent of their patient volume receiving Medicaid assistance), and private and public 
psychiatric hospitals 

o Workforce professionals including certain clinical psychologists and clinical social workers 
 
• Extend eligibility for Medicare HIT payment incentives to certain physicians, clinical psychologists 

and clinical social workers; certain psychiatric hospitals would also be included as hospitals eligible 
to receive Medicare HIT funds 

 
• Authorize a $15 million grant program, through the Department of Health and Human Services’ 

Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology; entities eligible to receive 
grant funds would include: mental health and substance abuse treatment facilities and certain 
psychiatric hospitals; grant funds could be used to:  

o Facilitate the purchase and enhance the use of HIT 
o Train personnel in the use of HIT 
o Improve the secure electronic exchange of health information among mental health and 

addiction workforce professionals and other health care providers, including primary care 
providers 

o Improve HIT for adaptation to “community-based behavioral health settings” 
o Assist with the implementation of telemedicine, including facilitation of distance clinical 

consultations in rural and underserved areas; and 
o Collaborate and integrate with HIT regional extension centers  

 
H.R. 5040 was referred to the House Energy and Commerce and Ways and Means Committees where the 
legislation awaits review.  Full text and status of H.R. 5040 can be found at:  http://thomas.loc.gov.   

 
 
 



HOUSE WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
  DEMOCRATS   REPUBLICANS  
Sander M. Levin, MI-12 Acting Chairman    
Charles B. Rangel, NY-15             
Fortney Pete Stark, CA-13 
Jim McDermott, WA-07 
John Lewis, GA-05 
Richard E. Neal, MA-02 
John S. Tanner, TN-08 
Xavier Becerra, CA-31 
Lloyd Doggett, TX-25 
Earl Pomeroy, ND-at large 
Mike Thompson, CA-01 
John B. Larson, CT-01 
Earl Blumenauer, OR-03 
Ron Kind, WI-03 
Bill Pascrell Jr., NJ-08 
Shelley Berkley, NV-01 
Joseph Crowley, NY-07 
Chris Van Hollen, MD-08 
Kendrick Meek, FL-17 
Allyson Y. Schwartz, PA-13 
Artur Davis, AL-07 
Danny K. Davis, IL-07 
Bob Etheridge, NC-02 
Linda T. Sanchez, CA-39 
Brian Higgins, NY-27 
John A. Yarmuth, KY-03 

Dave Camp, MI-04 Ranking Member 
Wally Herger, CA-02 
Sam Johnson, TX-03 
Kevin Brady, TX-08 
Paul Ryan, WI-01 
Eric Cantor, VA-07 
John Linder, GA-07 
Devin Nunes, CA-21 
Pat Tiberi, OH-12 
Ginny Brown-Waite, FL-05 
Geoff Davis, KY-04 
Dave G. Reichert, WA-08 
Charles W. Boustany Jr., LA-07 
Dean Heller, NV-02 
Peter J. Roskam, IL-06 
  

 
 

HOUSE ENERGY AND COMMERCE COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
  DEMOCRATS   REPUBLICANS  
Henry A. Waxman, California, Chairman Joe Barton, TX, Ranking Member 
John D. Dingell, MI, Ralph M. Hall, TX 
Chairman Emeritus  Fred Upton, MI 
Edward J. Markey, MA  Cliff Stearns, FL 
Rick Boucher, VA Ed Whitfield, KY 
Frank Pallone, Jr., NJ John Shimkus, IL 
Bart Gordon, TN John Shadegg, AZ 
Bobby L. Rush, IL Roy Blunt, MO 
Anna G. Eshoo, CA Steve Buyer, IN 
Bart Stupak, MI George Radanovich, CA  
Eliot L. Engel, NY  Joseph R. Pitts, PA  
Gene Green, TX  Mary Bono Mack, CA 
Diana DeGette, CO, Vice Chair Lee Terry, NE 
Lois Capps, CA Mike Rogers, MI 
Mike Doyle, PA Sue Wilkins Myrick, NC 
Jane Harman, CA John Sullivan, OK 
Jan Schakowsky, IL Tim Murphy, PA  



Charles A. Gonzalez, TX  Michael C. Burgess, TX  
Jay Inslee, WA  Marsha Blackburn, TN 
Tammy Baldwin, WI  Phil Gingrey, GA 
Mike Ross, AR  Steve Scalise, LA 
Anthony D. Weiner, NY  Parker Griffith, AL 
Jim Matheson, UT Robert E. Latta, OH 
G. K. Butterfield, NC  
Charlie Melancon, LA   
John Barrow, GA   
Baron P. Hill, IN  
Doris O. Matsui, CA  
Donna M. Christensen, VI  
Kathy Castor, FL  
John P. Sarbanes, MD  
Christopher S. Murphy, CT  
Zachary T. Space, OH  
Jerry McNerney CA  
Betty Sutton, OH  
Bruce L. Braley, IA  
Peter Welch, VT  
 

 


